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Re: Complaint against Stephen Harrison, Friends of Stephen 
Harrison, Alice Harrison as Treasurer 

Dear Mr. Norton: 

We respectllly file this complaint against Friends of Stephen Harrison 
(hereinafter “FSH’), principal campaign committee for Stephen Harrison, a candidate for 
the U.S. House of Representatives in New York‘s 13th Congressional District. 

This complaint alleges four major campaign violations committed by FSH. These 
are: 1) Failure to report either payment for or an in-kind contribution of office space fiom 
the candidate’s place of employment, 2) Acceptance of impermissible corporate 
contributions via campaign committees for State elections, 3) Acceptance of donations 
fiom an unregistered, illegal campaign committee, and 4) Acceptance of contributions 
from State committees for judiciary elections. 

I. FSH does not report any in-kind contribution from or disbursement 
for office space provided by Harrison’s law firm. 

Harrison’s campaign committee and his place of employment share the same 
address. As registered in FSH’s Statement of Organization (March 2 1 , 2006) and the 
firm’s FindLaw directory listing, both are located at 544 Bay Ridge Parkway, Brooklyn, 
NY. See Exhibit A and Exhibit B. Clearly, FSH is operating out of Harrison’s own law 
fm, the Law Offices of Stephen Harrison. 
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However, in reports filed with the FEC on July 15,2006 and August 3 1,2006, 
FSH neither discloses any rent payments made to the Law Offices of Stephen Harrison, 
nor are any in-kind contributions listed as received by FSH fiom the law firm. It 
therefore appears that FSH failed to report the amount spent on office space. We ask the 
Commission to investigate this glaring omission and whether the campaign paid for such 
office space and failed to itemize the disbursement or whether it never paid for its office 
in the first place. 

In addition, if the Commission determines that the firm gave FSH office space as 
an in-kind contribution, we ask the Commission to investigate whether this constitutes an 
impermissible corporate contribution under 2 U.S.C. $44 1 b(a), prohibiting corporate 
contributions to campaigns. The Commission has historically taken a dim view of the 
use of corporate resources in Federal elections. See MUR 5020 (Respondent Gormley for 
Senate Primary Election Fund, et al, total civil penalty of $1 15,000) and MUR 5573 
(Respondent Westar Energy, Inc., et al, total civil penalty of $40,500). 

11. FSH accepted contributions from illegal sources. 

A. FSH acceDted contributions from state cam~airm committees that had 
themselves acceDted cornorate contributions. 

Federal law prohibits corporate contributions in “connection to any election for 
any political office, including local, State, and Federal offices.” 1 1 CFR 5 1 14.2(a) and 2 
U.S.C. $ 441b. According to the July Quarterly, however, FSH accepted $800 combined 
from two State campaign committees-Friends of Steve Cohn and Friends of Daniel 
O’Donnell-who listed corporate contributions in their filings with the New York State 
Board of Elections. See Exhibit C and Exhibit D. 

We ask the Commission to investigate these contributions and determine whether 
these State campaign committees channeled corporate contributions to FSH in violation 
of federal law. 

B. FSH has accepted contributions fkom an unregistered committee. 

FSH lists two receipts fiom Friends of Ralph Perfetto, one for $750 and another 
for $812.81, on its 2006 July Quarterly Report (21146). However, Friends of Ralph 
Perfetto is not registered with the Commission despite having contributed over $1,000 
this year. 11 CFR $0 100.5(a); 102.l(d). Ralph Perfetto has also contributed $530.28 as 
an individual to FSH. 

However, Friends of Ralph Perfetto was terminated as a Committee with the New 
York State Board of Elections in 1997. Nor has Friends of Ralph Perfetto filed any 
reports, as an active committee, with that body as required by the New York State Board 
8fklections since that time. NY CLS Elec 6 14-1 12 (2006). We urge the Commission to 



investigate these troubling facts and determine how a non-existent committee made such 
contributions, and why FSH failed to detect this pattern itself. 

111. Conclusion 

At best, FSH and Alice Harrison, in her capacity as campaign treasurer, failed to 
determine the obvious illegality of these contributions. Given the disturbing nature of 
these violations-contributions made by corporations through state committees, a 
phantom committee, and candidates for judicial office-we respectllly request that the 
Commission: 1) investigate FSH’s payment for office space and shady sources of 
contributions; 2) impose significant penalties against Friends of Stephen Harrison as 
appropriate; 3) prohibit Friends of Stephen Harrison h m  engaging in similar unlawful 
conduct in the future; and 4) levy such other remedies as the FEC finds appropriate. 

Vincent Ignizio 
Chairman 
Richmond Republican County Committee 
58 New Dorp Plaza I 
Staten Island NY, 10306 

/ Sworn before me this / A day of September, 2006. 

THOMAS C. LARSEN 
Notary Public, State of New Yo& 

Qualified in Richmond County 
Corrrnrrson Ex~ir- j  March 30, w&? 
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Harrison Receives AFLGIO 
Endorsement Re 

We are pleased to inform you that Stephen 
Harrison has recewed the New York AFL-CIO 
endorsement for the 2006 elections. The New 
York American Federation of Labor and 
Congress of Industrial Organizations (AFL-CIO) 
is comprised of over 2 million members and is  
the largest State Labor Federation in the 
country. The mission of the AFL-CIO is  to 
improve the lives of working families - to 
bring economic justice to the workplace and 
social justice to State Senator Dime ~crvino ! 

Vito Fossella 
Using your money for his vacations? 
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e Stcvc Harrison - Democrat f ngress - Upbeat on America 4b 
GIO iwx! ccmipn ign cash to pki) 1 S holds d so\ i in Kc) 13iscLi>.nc 

Fwsdh spcnr iicai iy n giaiid on a rsii1ro;id r i ck  nurl  liI‘t iickcts hi- himsclraiici his 11 ire. 

Call Vito @ (718) 351-0868 and tcll him 
“YOU deserve a permanent vacation from Congress!" 

Page 2 of2 

Steve Harrison opposes the war in Iraq. Our forces should be withdrawn as soon as it is consistent 
with the safety of our trmps, 

America must have an energy policy that eliminates our dependence on both foreign and domestic oil 
within a decade. 

Steve Harrison supports single-payer medical insurance that provides medical coverage for all 
Americans and which will also help reign in health costs. 

Steve Harrison supports increasing the minimum wage to a livable wage. 

Steve Harrison opposes inappropriate development on both sides of t h e  Verrazano Bridge and has a 
track record of preventing such over development- 

Red More.. . 

Staten Island I-LQ. Brooklyn H.Q. 
370-4 Forest Avenue. Shtcn Island, NY 10301 544 Bay Ridge Parkway. Brooklyn, W 11209 

7 18- 720-8683 718-836- 0760 

Paid for and approved by Friends of Stephen Harrison 
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Stephen A. Harrison 
Address: 

Brooklyn, NY 1 1269-331 0 
Phone: 
Fax: 
E-ma i I : 

Attorneys 

\ 
' I  

Attorneys: 

Harrison, Stephen A. 
Singer, Sarbara Conroy 

When viewing a listing, consider the state advertising restrictions to which lawyers and law firms 
must adhere, as well as our West Legal Directory disclaimers. 
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