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To Whom It Msy Concern:

Information in the enclosed articles confirms that financial contributions intended for the lowa Christian
Alliance (1ICA) were funneled through the West Hill United Methodist Church.

According to the Associsted Press, “Complaint questions donstions to lowa church; lowa Christian
Alliance president says complainant & troublemaker,” sttorney and Republican activist Ted Sporer said he
wrote two checks 1o the church. Mr. Sporer said, “The facts are, I was told that if | were to write a check to
this church, 1 would get credit for being a sponsor at Christian Allisnce events.” He continued, “I was
advised that if | wrote the check to the church | would be credited.”

In The Hawk Eye, “Funds draw fire for pastor,” Ted Sporer said, “] know | was solicited to give money to
that church, and in exchange for that, | received admission to Christian alliance events.”

Following The Hawk Eye asticle, 2 reader commented, “it is all true. 1 have been a member of this group
in the past. | served on the board at one time. 1 have been party to and present when Steve made such
deals. He is as uncthical as they get. God bless you Stacey. Sorvy to hear about how they tossed your
mom Barb under the bus. She really did trust Steve far too much.” I believe this comment was submitted
by Dave Karwoski of Davenport, lowa.

To demonsirate the size of contributions made by Mr. Sporer and others 0 that their names would appear
on a Host Committee for ICA events, 1 have attached this recent solicitation, “lowa Christian Alliance 2009
Package Pisn Levels and Benefits.” Requested contributions range from $250 to $2,500 plus.

Stacey L.
West Des Moines, JA 50266

1300 E. Walnut Des Moines, 1A 50319

cc: Dr. Arthur McClanahan, Director of Comniunications
lowa Conference, The United Methodist Church
2301 Rittenhouse Street
Des Moines, 1A 50321
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lowa Christian Aliance

Mission Statement: “Believing that if there is no
moral order, there will be no political or social
order, the Iowa Christian Alliance is committed in a
conscious effort to develop the integrity and
leadership needed to guide our fellow citizens
toward the traditional values on which our national
strength and survival depends.”

Cet Inveived with ICA's 2009 Prejocts Towa Christian Alliance

gwmﬂﬁ&ﬁisﬂ_ﬁ:r o Passage of State Marriage Amendment 2009 —usa——nna Plan
ICA’s o Lobbying State Logislators Eﬁﬁ?&ﬁi—tﬁ&gﬁ

o AMEN Church Outreach Program

(American Ministry Educating our Nation)
unteer network in your county
‘oter Guide Distribution
¢ Door to Door and Get out the Pro-Family Vote
ICA’s Friends of the Family Banquet will be held some- . ., .
tiono in the fall. As in the past, we will socure s high Delegate to County, District, State Conventions . e
el b e b www.owaChristian.com
lowvaa . .
more family-friendly place to live. This top lows pro- o Formulation of Convention Piatforms
family banquet will help st the stags for the 2010 elec- Paid for by the lowa Christian Alllance
tion cycle. Full details will be available soon. You Election Official 939 Office Park Road, Suite 115
won't want to miss this special event! of Party West Des Moines, IA 50265
Watch our website for information. e Sis.e73.70m
www.lowaChristisn.com offic
call Steve Schefflor at 515-971-7363
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Complaint questions donations to Jowa church; Iowa Christian Alliance president says co... Page 1 of 3

Complaint questions donations to Iowa church; Iowa Christian
Alliance president says complainant a ‘troublemaker’

Posted on Oct 22, 2009 by John McGlothlen.

<!--[if gte mso 9]> Normal 0 false false false EN-US X-NONE X-NONE MicrosoftinternetExplorer4 <!
[endif]-><!-{if gte mso 9> <![endif]-> MIKE GLOVER
AP Political Writer

DES MOINES, Iowa (AP) - A West Des Moines woman has filed a complaint with the Federal Election

CmmmmngthelmChnMAﬂmoangmmeyﬂnwgbaBmlmgmn
church, a move that gave tax-deductible status to political contributions.

Staccy Cargill, who left the lowa Christian Alliance after her mother lost her position on the group’s
board of directors, argued in the complaint that contributions were made to West Hill United Methodist
Church, then forwarded to the West Des Moines-based alliance.

“It is my belief that these financial contributions violate campaign finance laws, the tax exempt status of
the ICA and the tax exempt status of the church,” Cargill stated in the complaint, dated Oct. 19.

The Iowa Christian Alliance is a key player in the state’s Republican politics. The group states it isn’t
connected with any political party, but it’s issues typically align with Republicans and its president,
Steve Scheffler, sits on the Republican National Committee.

The complaint focused on Scheffler and Morris Hurd, a minister who serves as the group’s treasurer and
board chairman.

Hurd is a pastor at West Hill United Methodist Church in Burlington.

The complaint charges that lowa Christian Alliance officials solicited money from potential donors,
instructing them to send the money to Hurd’s church, making it tax-deductible. Donations were made
with the understanding they would be forwarded to the alliance, the complaint said.

Donations to political parties or candidates are not tax deductible but donations to churches can be
deducted.

Scheffler dismissed the complaint as nonsense and said Hurd had filed carlier complaints that were
dismissed as baseless.

“The woman is not dealing with a full deck of cards,” said Scheffler. “The woman is a troublemaker.
She attacks everybody and anybody.”

Cargill responded that she only wanted the FEC to examine her allegations.

“Mr. Scheffler will have to explain that to the FEC. Everything I have submitted to the FEC is 100
percent factual,” she said. “I am a woman of honor. This is not a personal vendetta. This is trying to hold
the leadership accountable.”

The complaint Cargill filed sketches a procedure in which lowa Christian Alliance officials solicit a

http://gazetteonline.com/blogs/news-hawk/2009/10/22/complaint-questions-donations-to-... 10/23/2009
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“Once the donor writes a check for the ICA and sends it to the church, Pastor Hurd sends a document
from the church thanking the donor for their “charitable’ contribution to the West Hill United Methodist

Church,” the complaint alleges. “To complete the transaction, Pastor Hurd forwards the contribution to
the ICA.”

In a phone interview, Des Moines lawyer and GOP activist Ted Sporer described a similar process to
The Associated Press. He said he wrote two checks to the church.

“The facts are, [ was told that if I were to write a check to this church, I would get credit for being a
sponsor at Christian Alliance events,” said Sporer. “I was advised that if I wrote the check to the church
1 would be credited.”

Hurd did not dispute that churches offered financial support to lowa Christian Alliance.

“There are churches and ministries in Iowa that have supported the ICA and have occasionally
contributed to our nonpartisan voter education effort, including voter registration and nonpartisan voter

guides,” said Hurd. “They are fully within their right to do so under both the Internal Revenue code and
the First Amendment.”

hitp://gazetteonline.com/blogs/news-hawk/2009/10/22/complaint-questions-donations-to-... 10/23/2009
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accusing Morrls
Hurd, pasior of West Hll United Methodist Church, of funneling money intended for the lowa Sage Advics
Christian Allgnce from the Mit Romney orgenization. by Christinie Crippes

Further, the complsint filed by Stacey Carpll of West Des Moines alleges the ICA received s | IEEEEEENNNEEE
$100,000 confribution during the 2008 lowa Caucuses from "maxad oul” Romney donors ~ The Hawk E
money she cisims was made In quarterly payments Sough the West Hil church. ye

Multimedia
In sddition 1o Hurd, Carglt! namad ICA president Sisve Schefiier and thelr respective
organizations as respondents. " “
According 1o iis Web site, ICA Is 8 non-prot orpenization that "sesks 1o make 8 ifference In | remn” . 1 mete et
the public arena regerding the lssues that matier most.” it has been considerad the siale's wpowee SARmE goen
most influeniial Christian conservaiive group. Segtamber
ICA s arganizad as a 501(c)4 nonprofit, which bara it from trying 10 directly influsnce Latest Hawk Eye sldeshows
elaclions. (olick image o view siideshow)
Slideshow index page
Carglll, whose 2008 compisint with the FEC against ICA wes ciosed earfier this year — the Py
elactions commission determined the cosiition did not viciale campeign lsws — saki she re-
fied & bacause she came across information about the slleged money schems in February. | 3. . @

The FEC criticized Carglis 2008 complgint because she did not divuige har sources.

In her laiast fling, Carghi said the money was funneled through West HIl Unitad Methodist
Church "s0 donors can make a tax deductible contribulion 10 the ICA."

She clied a phane conversation with a prominent Des Moines atiomey Ted Sporer. a closs
friend of Schefller.

During that friendship, Sporer reportedly toid Cargill that if a donor Scheffler "knows and
trusis® wants ©© meke & tax-deduciible contribution to the ICA, Scheffier would lell the person
1o wrile a check fo West Hill and send It fo Hurd, sccording o the complaint.
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Hurd, after receiving the check, would send a lstier 10 the donor thanking them for the
“charitable contribution."

wmmqumumbmmwmmumm
smrangement during his friendship with Scheffler.

*1 know ) was solioiied fo give money 1o that church,” Sporer sald during 8 phone inferview
Tussday, “snd in exchenge for that, | received admission o Chrislisn sllence evenis.”

Without providing specifics sbout the aize of the check or when R was lesued, Sporer said he
fads It payable 1o West Hil, " think Moris (Hurd) was the pastor there.”

*Nothing ke thet ever happened.” Hurd seid Tussday when ssked If his church handied ICA
wmlmm.m.wummmmmmmhmm

Hurd wanied 1o discuss the matier with his aliomey, but ssid the church "has nothing 1o do
with Stacey Cargll or anything that she knows about or anything she's alleging.

Cargi, in an effort 1o confirm what Sporer toid her, contacted Martys Popma, a former ICA
consultant.

“She confirmed that financisl contribulions for the ICA were routed through Morris Hurd's
church in Buriingion and contibulions were siso routed through his previous church in
Marengo,” Cargili saki in the complaint. "She said that Mr. Hurd assured her that k was OK to
process the contribulions this way."

Hurd formerty was pastor at the United Methodist Church in Marengo. Detalis of how and why
he moved fo Burlington in 2007 are unciser, but the current pasior there, Katie Dewson, sald
"It was not a good fit bebween him and the congregation, but that's all | know."

Hurd praciiced law for 17 years but had his Scense revoked in 1985 for
misconduct, acconding 10 iowa Suprems Caurt documents, which Cargill noled in her
mmmmummummmmmzmm

According 10 snippets of the order handed down by the high court's grievence commission in
1985, "his conduct in first denying knowledge of the sexusl sbuss investigation of his client
could have amouniad o serious conssquences for at lsast one minor child.”

No further detalls of the license revocstion were aveliable Tuesday, but the vegue order noted
wwmwmmmwmammmdm

Popml mehwwmme
o specifically comment Tusaday on the conversaiion.

mh(mhmmmmwummmmummw

In Juns 2008, Geniry Collins, a former steis direcior for Romney for President, reporisdly toid

wummmmmmmmymw
discuseing a $100,000 fingncial contribution 1o the ICA from "maxad-out” donors.

Carghi suid she wes loid the o-mall wes "damaging io Bcheffler.”

By lsw, coniributions 1o federsl candidaies and their commitises are limitad 10 $2,400 per
elaction. Additional coniribufions can be made fo focaf, atate and national polttical action
commitiass and partiea.

The Hawk Eye left ssveral messages on Coling’ voice mall at the Republican National
Commitise in Washingion, D.C. He could not be reached Tussday to comment.

mmmu-mmnmmmm-mm
10 use ICA's ofice and membership datsbase in December 2007 10 influence social
conservatives % back Romney over former Arkaness Gov. Mike Huckabee for the Republican

presidential nominstion.
She mentioned the alleged Romney coniribution. The FEC. however, closed the case in part

bacause “compiainant did not provide any further delalls regarding the identity of this alleged
WmuhmmmﬂMhMWMnlmu

In a signed 2008 affidavit addressing the former complaint, Scheffier said the alfiance’s
daisbase never was svaiisble to Mariene Eiwell, a Michigan social consarvative in the state
promoting the visit of an anfi-abortion lewyer on behalf of Romney.

Elwell's activities, as Schelfier put R, were fimiled 10 calling psople “st my request.”

Scheffier, could not be reached on his cell phone for comment Tuseday.
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Soan after Cargil filed her 2008 compiaint, Hurd called Barb Taylor, Cargiii's mother, and
asked her to resign her ICA bosrd membership. The call aliegedly was direciad by Schaflier.

Cargll ssid she's fiiing the compliaint agein ©© raise awarsness of ICA's activilies, which she
contends are Negal. She aiso saki she's daing & to honor the memory of ICA's founder., lone
Dilley. ICA used 1o be known as the lows Cheistian Coalition.

"Dillay) bulkt the lowa Christian Coalilion on the foundation of Christian principies.” Cargi

said. "And funnaiing monay through a church, lying and decaiving the bass doea nol follow

the principies that ione bullt the coalllion on. And &t is important for me 0 reapect my friend

and mantor who passad away in February of isst year.”

She added Schafiier and Hurd “need 10 be held accountable.”

"1 don't helieva that Steve Schafflar and Morris Hurd shouid be allowad o opersie a Clvigtisn
by following lliegai practicns, If in fact, that's what the FEC decides,” Cargll

noled. “You'd expect that from lobbyist in Washingion, and you don't expect that from the

lsadership of a Christien organization.”

The West Das Moinss woman describad the slleged dealings ss "shady.”

:

"How did he obtain that?" she asked. Is & doing the right thing or is & following & dark path that
Is not ethicel?

Last wesk, West Hill Unlted Methodist Church, 540 8. Leabrick St., was burglarized.

Potlice ssid several loms inside the church had been rifled through, and a compulter and
undieciosed amount of money was teken.

Authorities, however, did not find any signs of forced entry.

Cargil she still wants o ses something out of the ICA, but that have 0
mm"?acmmtm: good come ey

ff four of the six commissioners voie 10 find resson 10 belisve thet a viclstion of the lsw hes
occumed, the commiasion may invastigsis the metier. if the commission decides thet the
investigation by the FEC's Ofice of General Counsel confirms that the law has been viciated,
tha commiasion will try 1o rescive tha matier by reaching a concliation agresment with the
respondents.

The agreement may require them 1o pay a civil penaily and take other remedial steps. If an
sgreemant cannot be reached, however, the commission may file suit againet the appropriate
persons in federal court.
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R's about time: 10/22/2000
If's about ime someons exposed thess frauds for what everyone inside the GOP knows
has been going on for decades. Perhaps Schefler can be made to resign his post ss
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Commitisaman? He's been 8 back atebbing two facad fake Christain for far oo
His betrayal of Bil Ssiler was just one of the meny imes he's piayed one side for the
. Here he at lesst will be caught dealing for Romney and kicking Huckabee to the

Is all true: 10/22/2000

have besn a member of this group in the past. | served on the board at ane tme. | have
party 1o and present when Steve made such deals. He is as unathical as they get.
you Stacey. Sony 1o hesr sbout how they tossed your mom Barb under the bus. She
did trust Steve far ino much.
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